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Vot. VIII. 


Very seldom indeed does a defendant when success- 
ful in meeting a charge of cruelty obtain costs. Why 
this should be is not easy to understand. In those 
cases where a defendant escapes conviction through 
some technical error, or where he just gets the bene- 
fit of the doubt, it seems fair that the prosecution 
should not be saddled with costs. On the other hand 
it seems grossly unfair, when the prosecution present 
such a weak case that defence is not asked for, or 
when the defence shows that the prosecution was 
supported by lying and ignorance instead of facts, 
that a defendant should have no allowance made for 
the cost he has been put to. Ifa man charged with 
“cruelty” neglects to incur costs and goes into court 
with a good conscience but no lawyer or veterinary 
surgeon, it is almost certain he will be convicted. If 
he goes properly equipped for a fight, his costs will be 
three or four guineas. The custom of not allowing 
costs we fancy has arisen from a confusion in the 
minds of magistrates as to the identity of police 
officers and R.S.P.C.A. officers. The ordinary 
“cruelty” officer is of course only ‘a common in- 
former’ and as such entitled to a share of the fine ; 
but the Society is smart, and when its officers are 
given a provincial district one of the first things done 
is to have the officer made a constable. This move 
enables the man to arrest, and probably protects him 
from actions for false imprisonment, whilst it saves 
the Society frequent disbursements for unsuccessful 
prosecutions. If the RS.P.C.A. find it necessary to 
make most of their provincial officers members of the 
police force would it not be better for Local Authori- 
ties to employ only policemen as inspectors. The 
ordinary policeman would then have authority tem- 
pered by responsibility. The ordinary “ cruelty”’ 
man has authority, but no responsibility save toa 
private and secret Council in London. What is 
wanted is a prosecution of the Society for maintain- 


ance, i.e. for paying and maintaining common in- 


formers to bring actions at law. Mr. Bradlaugh 
successfully prosecuted Mr. Newdegate for this 
offence, andthe Veterinary Defence Association might 
well protect some of its members by instituting an 


_ action against Mr. Colam when opportunity arises. 


In the recent case at Leeds the conduct of the 
magistrate seems to have been both unjust and 
illogical So clearly was there no case against the 
defendants that the magistrate dismissed the sum- 
— without calling for any defence. He then 
a to grant costs, although he confessed he 
: ould have done so had the action been a civil one. 
n other words if the case had been a dispute about 


but as it was a case threatening their reputation and 
liberty they would not. Stopping the case at this 
stage without allowing costs might possibly have 
saved the magistrate’s time but it inflicted an irrepara- 
ble injury upon the defendants, whose answer to the 
charges is never read by the public. Just suppose 
the defendants here had employed no solicitor to 
cross-examine witnesses and brought no experts to 
counter-act the charge, what might have happened ? 

It is a very awkward dilemma to be prosecuted for 


cruelty. If you fail to expend some pounds sterling 
you may be sent to prison. If you stand up and de- 
fend yourself your expenses are greater than any fine 
you can incur. Poor men, under these conditions, 
are entirely in the hands of the so-called ‘“inspector.”’ 
Mean and artful men, who fear the loss of a sovereign 
more than a short imprisonment, do best—they plead 
guilty and are fined 20/-. 


A Curious Fiction. 


There is a curious legend, traceable to the officials of 
the Board of Agriculture, which says that the stamping 
out of disease by local authorities has always been a 
failure, but that suppression of disease by the Central 
Authority has always been successful. The explanation 
offered is that measures to be successful must be general 
and uniform. The fact is that pleuro-pneumonia is the 
only disease which from being widely prevalent has been 
stamped out by the Board. Cattle plague, and foot-and- 
mouth disease succumbed to the efforts of the local 
authorities. Swine fever was controlled to some extent 
locally, but has spread under Central action to an extent 
which is simply shocking’ There is uo disease of animals 
capable of being met as was “pleuro.” It spread slowly 
and it spread only from the living animal. Such a disease 
conld be tackled by officers from London, because a few 
days delay did no harm and wholesale slaughter effectu- 
ally stopped further spread. Neither cattle- plague, foot- 
and-mouth, nor swine fever can be treated in this way. 
These diseases spread so rapidly that a few days delay 
means failure. Even total slaughter cannot be trusted, 
because the buildings become infected and because in- 
fection may be conveyed by men, animals, or materials. 
Whoever may be entrusted with the superintendence of 
outbreaks of these diseases must be within immediate 
call, and any delay in enforcing isolation, slaughter or 
disinfection is fatal to success. 

It is absolutely certain that the present regulations for 
swine-fever must fail, quite irrespective of money ex- 
penditure or the number of untrained inspectors em- 
ployed by Government. 

The centralisation of the Board of Agriculture is 
opposed to all modern political tendency, and what is 
worse, it is opposed to the teachings of science and the 
results of experience. Disease can only be controlled by 
local executive officers, directed and guided from the 
Central office to such an extent as will produce general 


twopence-halfpenny defendants would have had costs, 


uniformity of action. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


ROARING SUPERVENING ON REMOVAL OF 
RIGHT SIDE OF HYOID BONE. 
By Josuva A. Nunn, F.R.C.V.S., D.5.0. C.LE., 


Veterinary-Capt., Army Veterinary Department, 
Principal, Lahore Veterinary College. 


The case in question, an aged Arab pony, about 10 
years old, the property of an officer in the Argyle 
and Sutherland Highlanders, was admitted to the 
hospital of the Lahore Veterinary College for a sup- 
posed attack of strangles on June 29th, 1895. The 
clinical symptoms were present, with the exception 
that the temperature was but little above normal, 
and that the age of the animal was against the diag- 
nosis, but in India strangles in old animals is any- 
thing but uncommon. The treatment adopted was 
the usual one, the jaw being packed with cotton wool 
etc. On July 4th the abscess pointed and was 
opened, exit being given to a quantity of fcetid pus, 
and arusty sewing needle about an inch and a half 
long being extracted through the wound. The part 
was dressed and irrigated with carbolic acid solution, 
and two small pieces of necrosed bone removed. On 
July 9th, as the foetid odour clearly indicated the 
presence of diseased bone the animal was put under 
chloroform and a long incision made to the right of 
the median line from about four inches from the 
junction of the two branches of the lower jaw, nearly 


down to the larynx, where the small and great cornue 
with the anterior two-thirds of the great hyoideal | 
branch of the hyoid bone on the right side were found | 
to be necrosed. They were dissected out with some | 
difficulty, the great cornue and the great hyoideal | 
branch being divided by means of bone forceps. I. 
found a pair of human incisor tooth forceps most | 
useful during the operation to grasp the bone with. | 
The patient made an uninterrupted recovery, and was | 
discharged on August 27th. He is now being used 
by his owner as a polo pony, but is a bad roarer, 
although able to perform the work required of him. I 
was in great doubt whether the removal of so large a 
portion of the hyoid bone would leave any difficulty 
in deglutition, but he is able to feed and drink 
perfectly. 

The case appears to me to be an unusual one, and 
I would be glad of any remarks any of your readers 
may have to offer, as I cannot find any mention of a 
similar one in any of the professional literature [ 
have at my command, and nothing of the sort has 
ever before come under my notice. 


KFFECT OF SEWAGE UPON ANIMALS. 
By Tuomas B. Goopatt, F.R.C.V.S., Christchurch. 


Is it really necessary to record once again 
that the cattle do prefer to 
ted pond water to pure spring or river water ? It 
may be contrary to all sound teaching and common- 
sense, but it is a fact nevertheless. 

Your original correspondent asks for an explana- 


tion for this preference. It is not far to seek. Cat- 
tle do but follow in this matter of drinking, though 
in a lesser degree, the instinct that prompts man to 
show a preference for fermented liquors to pure 
water! and alas, like men, when once they have 
acquired the vitiated taste it grows upon them !! 
These open ponds in the vicinity of most farm- 
yards, contain decomposing organic matters in a 


state of fermentation, and though the amount of 


alcohol evolved may be small, and to our tastes, 
nasty, it is probably not more so to us, than our 
_ beer would be to the cow—at any rate they 
like it ! 

Though I would be the last person in the world to 
put facilities in the way of either man or beast, to 
encourage a bad habit, I maintain, from a life-long 
experience, that ordinarily polluted pond water, 
freely exposed to sunlight and air; and not contam- 
inated in an unusual way, such as by human sewage: 
or by dead bodies, or actual products of disease, causes. 
no harm to the cattle drinking it. 

I am sure that those of your readers who have had 
much experience in a country practice, would be able, 
like me, to point to scores, probably hundreds of 
farms, where cattle have been drinking this polluted 
pond-water for generations, and without any ill con- 
sequences—and this often where they have had the 
choice of pond or river water—and I think, in ven- 
turing to express an opinion on these vital questions, 
we should bear in mind that polluted water is not 
necessarily unhealthy water. _ 

I wish to freely emphasize that it is only the 
ordinarily polluted pond water freely exposed to sun- 
light and air that cattle may be allowed to drink with 
impunity. Because under these conditions, Nature, 
that benign force, against whose laws man delights 
to rebel, has supplied us with an army of scavengers, 
stupendous in its vastness, that somehow or other it 
is the fashion of scientists to ignore ; 1 allude to the 
larvee of insects, particularly of the diptera and coleop- 
tera. Whenever we find decomposing organic matters, 
whether spread over the land, or in ponds or ditches, 
there do we also find, if we care to look for them, 
myriads of the larvie of these insects—grubs, maggots, 
all sorts of bad names we give them—but they may 
be ranked among the greatest of man’s benefactors, 
for it is their province, in Nature’s great law of life, 
to keep within normal. limits, by preying on them. 
the numbers of the organisms inducing putrefaction 
and disease. 

But when man, in his wisdom (?) interferes with 
Nature’s laws by shutting up these materials in clos 
and air-tight sewers, Nature’s scavengers are preci: 
ded from fulfilling their réle in life, and the microbes 
have a rare time of it, without let or hindrance, just 
as I know of a place where pigeons are bred on 4 
large scale, the pens are securely wired against cats, 
one has only to stand fora minute or two and he se 
the pens literally swarming with mice. Cats .. 
waiting all round the outside but they cannot get a 
the mice, which, like the microbes in the sewe™ 
have a high time of it. nok 

Let but a little of this sewage that has been 50°" 
up, percolate either in the food or into water, oF eg 
let but the gases escape into the air breathed by ™a 
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or beast, almost certain disease is the consequence. 

Cases in point—(a) I have already alluded to the 
fact that, to my certain knowledge, and in scores of 
instances cattle have been drinking from ponds, ex- 
posed to air and light, but polluted largely with de- 
composing organic matters for years, without injury 
to health. 

(b) On a farm some years ago we had two or three 
mysterious deaths, and we traced the cause to a leak 
of sewage into a deep well from which the water. was 
pumped for the cattle to drink. This supply was 
shut off, the cattle allowed to drink from the back- 
water of a river, polluted constantly by their excre- 
ments etc.; there were no more deaths, nor any other 
cases of illness. 

(c.) During that very dry summer a couple of years 
ago, in a dairy of about twenty-four cows, four died 
in two days, all of them exhibiting acute enteric 
symptoms. They had been accustomed to drink out 
of a ditch into which the sewage from two cottages 
emptied. The ditch had become almost dry, there 
was only a puddle of thick muddy, filthy water, just 
below the cottages, the cows had been drinking this. 
It was railed off, and there were no more deaths nor 
illnesses. 


| 


bacillus tuberculosis. This fact and our further 
knowledge of the life history of the bacillus, the 
vitality of its spores, its method of propagation, and 
the manner in which it is transmitted from one 
animal to another, places us in a fair position to 
sever its circle of existence by proper regulations. 
That the disease in bovines in the early stages cannot 
‘be detected clinically I grant, but if suppressive 
-measures were enforced, much good would result, 
from the very earliest recognition of infection. The 
injection of tuberculin can alone give us this assis- 
tance and thus would very materially assist in eradi- 
cating the disease. 

If the Board of Agriculture would first and fore- 
most place the control of its Veterinary Department 
in the hands ofa veterinary surgeon and then include 
tuberculosis among the contagious diseases, I think 
the whole profession would willingly assist to eradi- 
cate this disease, and I have no doubt with success. 
It is the Agricultural and the Public interests that 
require legislation to be enforced, certainly not the 
interests of the veterinary practitioner who has more 
to gain from the prevalence of disease than from its 
suppression. 1tis not the Veterinary Department of 
the Board of Agriculture that desires any more legis- 


(d). Some few years ago, in a new public stable 
there were periodical deaths, a valuable horse dying | 
every few weeks. I was called in as consultant, and 
attributed the symptoms to sewer-gas in the stables. | 
On the drains being taken up it was found they had 
not been trapped, and the gas consequently came 
direct from the sewer into the stable. Surface stable 
drains were laid down, with a large space outside 
between stable and sewer, which was properly trapped, 
and the stables have since been quite healthy. 

I might state in this case, that soon after my visit, 
and before the authorities could be persuaded that 
their new drains were faulty, the caretaker’s child, 
living over the stable, became the victim of typhoid 
fever and died. 

Doubtless the best way of disposing of sewage in 
rural districts is to use it upon arable ground, when 
for months it is freely exposed to nature’s scavengers 
and purifiers, and so rendered inert as disease-induc- 
ing, but when it is used as a dressing for pastures— | 
and permanent pastures must have such a dressing, 
or there will be no crop—it should be spread and 
freely exposed to air and light for some few weeks 
before cattle are allowed to graze on the pasture so 
dressed, and then these insect larve destroy the 
disease-inducing microbes—as the cats I spoke of 


would soon clear away the mice if they had free 
access to them. 


LEGISLATION FOR TUBERCULOSIS. 
By “ Sanrtas.” 


The Veterinary Record of November 2nd contained 
an article in which was embodied various facts and 
Pe tery relative to the suppression of bovine 
ee and its probable cost. Several statements 
retin. think, call for further elucidation and 
th . ._ The first fact stated is indisputable, viz., 

at the disease is caused by a specific organism, the 


lation, they are at present fully engaged with that 
scourge swine fever, which merely laughs at their vain 
endeavours. 

Tuberculosis can be successfully combatted by 
legislation which includes notification, isolation, and 
slaughter, and testing with tuberculin. I doubt 
whether any less measures would meet with success 
or command approval. 

Slaughter must be compulsory, and for this just 
compensation must be paid. Do not let us start with 
a small compensation, and thus provoke obstruction 
from the owner and lengthen the stay of the disease. 
Let us follow on the successful grounds we have 
already found, viz., in cattle plague and pleuro- 
pneumonia, when just compensation (three-fourths) 
was paid. If so I feel assured we should be success- 
ful with tuberculosis. If we pay compensation at the 
same rate as was paid by the late Veterinary Depart- 
ment in respect of pleuro-pnenmonia and foot-and- 
mouth disease, we should obtain the good wishes and 


the co-operation of every stock-owner. Without 


early notification and assistance from the owners, 
legislation would fail to a very great extent. I am 
against the small compensation of £2 for all clinically 
apparent cases, because no notice of most of these 
cases would be given. All badly affected cases are 
now slaughtered and dressed and when sold outside 
our meat market realise to their owners nearer £4 or 
£5 each. How many carcases are disposed of outside 
the market, and how are we to detect them except by 
a fair payment on notification ? Compensate well for 
all cases and authorities will have more cases report- 
ed and then can examine, watch, or test the whole of 
the stock. Unless and until the owner is well com- 
pensated there will be always dodging going on, and 
this simply means extending the time of the disease 
amongst our cattle, and consequently the expense. 
This brings forward another point, viz., the inspec- 
tion by veterinary surgeons of slaughterhouses, 
which I maintain is of great importance. Unfortu- 
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nately we have a number of little slaughterhouses, 
and these I hold should be regularly inspected. Such 
inspection was carried out a short time back, and I 
may add the last outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia in’ 
London was discovered at a slaughterhouse. Two 
outbreaks of swine-fever were also brought to light in | 
one week by similar means. Many a dead cow is 
removed to these little slaughterhouses. dressed and 
sold for human food. Surely for public safety these 
places should be under strict veterinary inspection. 

My view of what would be required to successfully 
combat the disease is as follows :— 

1. Notification of disease by owner. 

2. Inspection by a veterinary surgeon. 

3. Slaughter of all visibly diseased cattle. 

4. Compensation of £5 for each (to ensure notifi- 
cation.) 

5. Isolation of all ‘ suspects.” 

6. Restriction of movement of all “ in-contact”’ 
animals until inspected and certified free after use of 
tuberculin. 

7. Slaughter of all cases which clearly react. 

8. Payment of three-quarter value of all such 
cases. 

9. Payment of full value in all cases where healthy 
animals are slaughtered. 

What the amount of compensation would amount 
to I cannot say. If it was not over £50,000 the first 
year, there would be no cause to grumble. . Such 
payment would speak plainly that stockowners were 
co-operating and reporting all cases, thus putting the 
authorities in fuller command of the disease and en- 
suring a quicker extermination of it, whilst lessening 
the total ultimate expenditure required for thorough 
eradication. Since the discovery of tuberculin there 
is no room for the most potent excuse offered by the 
Board of Agriculture against the adoption of the re- 
port of their Departmental Committee. There is 
now no difficulty of diagnosis. The disease causes 
loss to stockowners and is dangerous to human life. 
Why legislate for pleuro-pneumonia and glanders but 

not for tuberculosis ? 


THE VETERINARIAN AND LEGISLATION, 
Tue Rasres OrpeER or 1895. 


This Order, which came into operation on the Ist 
of April, 1895, revokes all previous Orders as to 
rabies made under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Acts, but does not in any way interfere with the 
operation of section 18 of the Metropolitan Streets 
Act, 1867, The Dogs Act of 1871, or any local or 
other Act of Parliament for the same or like purpose. 
Certain sections of the Diseases of Animals Act of 
1894 are extended so that horses, asses, mules and 
dogs (as well as the animals specified in the Act of 
1894) shall be animals, and rabies shall be a 

uthorities may cause all stray dogs 
within their district to be seized, and ok Pee 
be dealt with as follows :— 

If diseased forthwith slaughtered. 

lf suspected detained as long as the Local Authority 


If not diseased or suspected detained, giving notice 
to owner of such detention, and may charge owner 
with any reasonable costs incurred. 

(The provisions as to seizure and detention are 
dealt with in the City and County of London by the 
Police). 

Every person having or having had in his posses- 
sion or under his charge an animal affected with or 
suspected of rabies shall at once give notice to the 
police, and the police notify the Inspector of the Local 
Authority and the Board of Agriculture. 

Local Authorities may give public warning by pla- 
cards, advertisements or otherwise, of the existence 
of rabies either with or without any particular de- 
scription as to premises on which the disease exists 
or has existed. 

Carcases of animals which at- the time of their 
death were affected with or suspected of rabies, shall 
be disposed of by the Local Authority either by burial 
in quicklime at least six feet deep, or if authorised by 
license of the Board of Agriculture the carcase disin- 
fected and conveyed to a knacker’s yard and destroyed 
by exposure to a high temperature, or by chemical 
agents. 

Local Authorities may make regulations for the 
cleansing and disinfection of any place, utensil, van, 
cart, etc. etc., used by or for any diseased or suspec- 
ted animal, and for the prescribing how such clean- 
sing and disinfection are to be effected, and.at whose 
expense. 

Any person failing to comply with such a reguia- 
tion is deemed guilty of an offence against the Act. 

Local Authorities may make special regulations for 
providing for the muzzling of dogs while in ordinary 
public place, with such exemptions as they think fit; 
for the seizure, detention, and slaughter of dogs not 
muzzled ; for the recovery from owners of any expense 
incurred by seizure, detention, or slaughter ; and for 
prohibiting or regulating the holding of shows or 
exhibitions of dogs. 

Local Authorities may also make regulations for 
prohibiting or regulating the movement of any 
diseased or suspected animal, or an animal that has 
been in contact with disease, or the removal of any 
fodder, litter, or other things. 

Local Authorities shall cause to be slaughtered 
every rabid dog within their district; and may, if they 
think fit, cause to be slaughtered any rabid animal 
(other than a dog) provided that if the owner of the 
animal gives notice in writing to the Local Authority 
or their Inspector that he objects to the animal being 
slaughtered, it shall not be lawful for the Local 
Authority to cause theanimal to be slaughtered except 
with the further special authority of the Board of 
Agriculture. 

Suspected animals may also be slaughtered under 
the same conditions, but the owner is entitled to 
compensation to the full value of the animal imme- 
diately before it was slaughtered. 

Where an animal has died of or been slaughtered 
on account of rabies, or disease supposed to be rabies, 
the Local Authority shall, previous to the disposal of 
the carcase, cause a post-mortem examination to 
conducted by a veterinary inspector or a veterinary 


think expedient. 


surgeon specially appointed. 
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Local Authorities must keep in the form prescribed 
by the Board a record of animals slaughtered. 
A copy of all regulations made by Local Authori- 
ties must be sent to the Board for approval. 
Although the provisions of the Order are to be 
exercised by Local Authorities, the Board of Agricul- 
ture retain the power of exercising any of the powers 
and duties conferred on Local Authorities. 
Local Inspectors must report all cases of rabies 
to the Board on special forms provided by the 
Board. 
Any person guilty of an offence against this Order 
is liable to a penalty of £20. 


This order does not revoke or invalidate any 


regulation previously made by a Local Authority. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The quarterly meeting of the members of this Society 
was held at the Bush Hotel, Carlisle, on Friday afternoon, 
8th inst., Mr. Soulsby, Cockermouth, president, occupied 
the chair, and there were also present Mr. Howe, Kes- 
wick ; Mr. Henderson, Hexham; Mr. Lindsay, Dum- 
fries ; Mr. Jas. Bell, Mr. McKie, Mr. J. W. Hewson, hon. 
sec., Carlisle; Mr. Donald, Wigton; Mr. Martin, Apple- 
by ; and Mr, Hewitson, Brampton. 

Mr. Donaup gave notice that he would bring forward 
the following motion at tne next meeting :—‘ That this 
Society discontinue furnishing in extenso reports of its 
proceedings to the press but that its meetings be open to 
representatives of the professional journals to take and 
publish such reports of our proceedings as they may deem 
necessary.” 

Nzw Members. 


Mr. MARTIN and Mr. Hewitson were elected members 
of the Society, on the motion of Mr. Donald, seconded 
by Mr. Lindsay. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The PRESIDENT proposed that Mr. John Armstrong, 
Penrith, be the President for the ensuing year. Mr. 
Armstrong, he said, had acted very efficiently when 
secretary of the Society, and it would be an act of 
courtesy to appoint him, for he would make a very goud 
president. 


Mr. Lixpsay seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to, 


The retiring president and Mr. Lindsay were elected 
vice presidents. 

Mr. Lixpsay moved the re-election of Mr. Hewson as 
Secretary, and Mr. Howe seconded the motion, which was 

carried. 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Hew- 
~~ Mr. H. Thompson, Aspatria, was re-elected treasurer. 
an was agreed thet the next meeting be held at Pen- 

ApJougNEp Discussion. 


« Discussion on a paper read at last meeting by Mr. Park, 


of Penrith, was adjourned in consequence of Mr. Park’s 


inability to attend this meeting. 


S 
ome Diszases AFFECTING THE DiGEsTIVE SYSTEM OF 
THE Ox. 


Soulsby. He said when I agreed to read a paper before 
this Society on diseases affecting the digestive system of 
the ox, the object I had in view may be called a selfish 
one, viz., that [ might be able to gather, from the dis- 
cussion that will ensue, information that will be valuable 
in practice. You will find as [ proceed that this paper 
is not an elaborate and exhaustive lecture on the subject, 
but, as I consider it, an opening to the discussion which I 
expect it will give rise to. 

ig shall not attempt to describe the anatomy and 
physiology of the different organs which go to make up 
the digestive system, but will proceed at once to consider 
the diseases, or at least some of them which affect this 


system. 

” When a veterinary surgeon is called upon to treat the 
ox as a rule he finds the animal suffering from some 
disease or irregularity of the alimentary canal, and I 
have often wondered that some gentleman has not read a 
paper on this subject before now at some of our meet- 
ings. Ithiuk if we had lectures and discussions on the 
commoner forms of diseases, those that we come across 
in everyday practice, it would be of greater benefit to us 
as country practitioners than having papers on diseases 
that are of rare occurrence. 

The lecturer then went on to treat of irregularities and 
diseases affecting the teeth, drawing particular attention 
to the uumber of cases of unthriftiness in young stock, 
due to the want of removal of shells and wolf teeth. 

Passing on he referred to that common accident, 
choking, giving the causes, symptoms, aud treatment. 
Then he considered those two diseases affecting the ramen 
of the ox, viz., hoven and plenalvia, treating these two 
conditions together, as they were generally associated. 
Proceeding, the lecturer then said that when he began 
to consider the task he had undertaken he found it rather 
a large order, so would close his paper, intimating that 
at some future meeting of the Society he would read 
another paper on the remaiuder of the diseases affecting 
this system. 

Discussion. 
Mr. Howe, who opened the discussion, said the paper 
had gone far enough to furnish scope for ample discus- 
sion. He reminded the members that in dealing with 
cases such as formed the subject of the paper, it was 
always well to examine the teeth of the animal. With 
regard to rupture, he re-called a case in which the animal 
showed a puffy swelling all the way up the neck. He 
had no need to make further examination. He told the 
owner “ You have killed your cow ; if you take it into 
your hands you can attend to her yourself.’”” The worst 
case of obstruction he had met with was a case where a 
potato was thoroughly fixed, and it took him an hour 
and a half to get it out. There had been men at it before 
him, and the throat was much swollen. That was the 
only time he thought of using the knife and cutting it 
out. He got the cow cast and her head was kept straight 
out, and with a good deal of pressure from below, to his 
surprise the potato came out. In another, case he had 
great difficulty. The cow was one day past her time in 
calving, there was a great deal of solid matter and gas, 
and the animal was nearly dead. He let the gas out of 
the rumen, and gave her a good dose of physic, and to 
his surprise everything went on well, aud he was not re- 
quired to attend her in calving ; she did very well indeed. 
This sudden formation of gas was sometimes got from 
fog, at other times from turnips, but he thought there 
oe been an accumulation in the stomach previous to 
t. 
Mr, ANDERSON mentioned the case of a cow which 
swallowed an umbrella, but not the handle. She swal- 
lowed the cloth and all the wires. He performed the 
operation of ruamenotomy and got the cloth and wires all 


This was the subject of a contribution by Mr. J. 


right. The wires were sticking up through the sophagus 
and across the bottom of the stomach. The cow did very 
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well afterwards. If a lady had not seen the cow swallow 
this article, the animal might have died, for he could not 
think it could swallow such a thing. Another case of 
which he was reminded, and which he would look up, was 
the case of three heifers swallowing some old wall paper, 
which contained a good deal of green colouring. They 
ate two apron-fulls. Three days after there were symp 

toms of arsenical poisoning, and he had them for a fort- 
night. He got them better in the end, and they were 
turned out to feed. One morning one was found lying 
dead. There were some very peculiar diseases, even this 
back end, affecting the digestive organs of the ox. 

Mr. Howe re-called a case in which two barrowfuls of 
clean Indian meal were taken from the rumen of a cow 
which had died of suffocation. He believed meal was 
cumulative under certain conditions, and in this case 
fermentation set in. 

Mr. Hewirson said Mr. Soulsby had not said anything 
about rasping the teeth of the ox. He mentioned a case 
of a bullock which filled his trough half full of “ slaver” 
every day. He examined the mouth aud looked for 
shells. He ultimately pulled the two first teeth, and 
then rasped the teeth, and to his surprise the bullock 
ceased “ slavering.” In refereuce to choking, there was 
a simple remedy which he had tried and found successful 
—one pound of sugar dissolved in a pint of boiling 
water. It would remove a turnip as soon as anything. 

Mr. Linpsay said choking was a disease they were all 
familiar with, especially this year, seeing that potatoes 
are so cheap, and farmers would be feeding their cattle 

with them rather than selling them. He mentioned that 
in cases where the probang had failed he had found that 

iving the animal a little linseed oil every half hour or so 

ad effected the purpose. He remembered a Galloway 
cow choked with a potato, after it had been feeding on 
rye-grass hay. The animal was slaughtered, and when he 
yee the cesophagus he could hardly credit the quantity 
of rye-grass hay in the pouch where the potato had been. 
After having relieved them, it was advisable to feed them 
sparingly for twelve hours, to allow the cavity to get 
back to its normal condition. In hoven, he agreed with 
Mr. Soulsby, puncture as soon as possible, but give 
medicine. 

Mr. Hewson said he had met with one or two 
interesting cases. One was a cow which used to choke 
herself nearly every day on young turnips. A method 
was devised, however, which stupped her. She was very 


fond of young turnips, and used to throw her head abont | 


with turnipsin her mouth, which caused the choking. 
Her head was pegged down to the ground so that she 
could not throw it about, and she never had the choking 
again. With regard to hoven, he had a case at present. 
A farmer called him to see a bullock which had been 
swollen for three weeks. It was in a byre, and was so 
swollen that it was difficult to get it through the doorway. 
The disease was not entirely in the rumen; it was in 
the bowels as well. He punctured and relieved tempora 
rily, but the swelling iu the lower part of the belly 
remained. He heard two days afterwards that she was 
a little better. 

Mr. McKie said he had seen a case of caries in the 
teeth of a two-year old heifer, the third molar, uader jaw 
It was a heifer sold for 30s., and was in very poor con- 
dition. The permanent tooth was completely gone, and 
he took it out with his fingers. After that she did all 
right, and made a good heifer. The sugar treatment 
for turnips he had found very useful. A solution of 
sugar would soon soften a slice of turnip. Another 
treatment in choking was massage, which he had found 
very successful, using the hands very gently. He had 
performed the operation of rumenotomy. He punctared 
the rumen, but it did not do well, he kept the canula in 
for two or three weeks, and then he performed rumeno- 
tomy. He thought there might be some foreign body in 


the honeycomb, but there was nothing. Ultimately the 
animal died, and the cause was an abscess in the thorax. 
Mr. Donatp said he was glad to hear that Mr. Soulsby 
intended to treat them to a further paper on this subject. 
The present paper, he understood, gave only a general 
outline of the more prominent symptoms, but in his 
future paper it would be necessary to pay attention to 
those diagnostic symptoms which differentiate the various 
troubles of the alimentary tract. He had very little 
faith in being able to force a foreign body by manipulation 
out of the cesophagus into the mouth if it had decended 
beyond the mere entrance of the gullet. He had fre- 
quently tried it, and always failed. There was an 
objection to manipulating a considerable time over the 
region of the obstruction, because it gave rise to an 
inflammatory and infiltrated condition of the cesophagus 
which might become more serious than the obstruction if 
left to itself. In passing the probang he had never used 
the yag, nor did he consider it at all necessary. Any 
person of ordinary ability ought to be able to pass the 
robang down a cow’s throat without,in any way, having 
it injured by the patient’s teeth, by simply taking hold 
and depressing the tongue with the left hand. Nor did 
he ever oil it. He simply used a portion of the saliva in 
the animal’s mouth, and rubbed it over the probang, and 
it was far in preference to oil being much more con- 
venient and equally effectual. If there was a case of 
obstruction which they could not relieve, he quite ap- 
proved of a hypodermic injection of morphia, very 
deeply. If this treatment should do no good it served 
to keep you off the case until the cesophageal muscle 
relaxed and the obstruction softened by the heat and 
maceration. He believed a great amount of mischief was 
at times done in over-anxiety in cases of this kind» Ifa 
foreign body was lodged in the cesophagus, it was ten to 
one but nature relieved herself, and if they applied 
unnecessary force to the body when thoroughly impacted, 
and the cesophagus spasmodically contracted, they ran 
very great risk of rapturing the cesophagus. With regard 
to the administration of oil, sugar, etc., he did not think 
they had any effect beyond stimulating the cesophagus 
and setting up deglutition. Mr. Soulsby touched upon 
an important point in regard to tampering with cases. 
and causing rupture before a professional man was called 
in. People were very willing to blame the veterinary 
surgeon when they are themselves to blame. In his early 
career he saw a case which impressed him. The late Mr. 
Potts was called to it, and having some suspicion that it 
had been tampered with, he put the probang down to 
the obstruction and ou examination it was found stained 
with blood. “ You have burst the cesophagus,”’ he said to 
the farmer, “and I will have nothing to do with her.’ 
The injury caused the death of the cow. Mr. Soulsby 
incidentally mentioned elevation of temperature. He 
agreed that temperature was elevated in many cases 0 
stomach complaints ; but he was not so clear as to the 
relation existing between the two, or what were the 
diagnostic deductions to be drawn from the variations 
of temperature in digestive tronbles in the ox. The 
thermometor as an aid to diagnosis he thought would be 
a useful subject to discuss at one of their meetings. +° 
most practitioners it told little more than the rise 4? 
fall of the temperature and I fear there are very few ° 
us who wield a clinical thermometer skilfully and are able 
to correctly interpret the information it aftorded, 
believed that there was a great deal of rubbish talk 
about the thermometor business. He did not think . 
Soulsby was particularly happy in the selection of the 
purgative to deplete the ramen of the ox. A pound ¢ 
salts and an ounce of aloes was not the very best pure 
for the purpose. The action of sulphate of maguesi4 ¥ 
not particularly upon the rhmen. It action was M0. 
upon the posterior part of the canal, nor is its mo%® 


action the best calculated to overcome impaction © 
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rumen, and he thought there were many more preferable 
remedies. He did not believe that aloes had any purga- 
tive or stimulating effect upon the walls of the rumen, 
and it was a waste of gcod drugs to put aloes into a 
purgative drink for the ox. To deplete the canal in cases 
of simple impaction it was necessary to select those 
agents which both stimulate movement and secretion and 
to this end a combination of purgatives are far more 
effectual than any single drug alone. He thought it 
just possible that this explained why old-fashioued prac. 
titioners were more successful cattle practitioners than 
many of the present day veterinary surgeous, who too 
often rely almost exclusively upon sulphate of magnesia. 
A judicious combination of purgative agents was of the 
greatest importance for succeessful cattle practice. Mr. 
Soulsby recommended a draught of aromatic spirits of 
ammonia, tincture of gentian, and spirits of nitric 
ether. He agreed that this was useful combination, but 
that it was unnecessary and uselessly expensive wis also 
true. Aromatic spirits of ammonia depended mainly for 
its effect—in ounce doses—upon the spirit which it con- 
tained. The same was true of tincture of gentian, 
and spirits of nitric ether; and far cheaper and 
equally effective remedies than these could be obtained. 
The stimulative effects of the draught depended mainly 
upon the amount of alcohol which it contained. Of all 
the stimulants in a case of tympanitis in cattle he pre. 
ferred turpentine to the whole pharmacopeizl group. In 
a measure he disagreed with Mr. Soulsby in giving eune- 
meta to cattle. He had never seen it of the slightest 
service, and he altogether failed to see its advantantage 
in cases of impaction of the rumen. In preference to 
giving hay tea and sloppy messes to cattle which had 
been impacted, he approved of keeping them without 
food for 24 or 48 hours, as it was a mistake to put more 
food into the digestive duct when it possibly was unable 
to deal with what was already in the canal. Mr. Howe 
had mentioned a case in which a large quantity of Indian 
meal was discovered. He believed a lerson was to be 
drawn from that. In cases of impaction he believed it 
was possible, even after medicine had operated, for a 
large quantity of ingesta to lie in some parts of the 
rumen undisturbed. The suggestion as to the sugar 
treatment was worth keeping in mind, but he failed to 
see how it had any further effect than stimulating the 
cesophagus to contraction and passing the obstruction 
away in a natural manner. If a potato or turnip was 
lodged firmly in the throat the solution could only touch 


the administration of an ordinary dose of croton in cases 
where the conditions were non inflammatory ? 

The CHarrMAN, replying on the discussion, said he was 
pleased to find that his small efforts had brought about 


better paper on another occasion, on diseases more par- 
ticularly affecting the stomach. With regard to the case 
mentioned by Mr. Howe, in which the animal was cast 
and the obstruction forced out of the throat into the 
mouth, he had never heard of such a case before, and no 
doubt it was worthy of a trial. In the vase of death 
from over feeding on Indian meal, he believed it was 
half the game to get the farmers to say what the animal 
had been feeding on. Asa rule the farmer tried to keep 
this from them, and it could only be got by going to the 
servants. Mr. Anderson mentioned a peculiar case, of a 
cow swallowing an umbrella. They all knew that cattle 
had most peculiar arrangements in the rumen. A few 
months ago a butcher sent to his father a gully knife, 
eight or ten inches long, found in the rumen of a fat 
bullock slaughtered for beef, and it appeared to have 
been in the rumen a considerable time. As to rasping 
the teeth of cattle he could not see from the form and 
shape of the teeth that there was any need to rasp them. 
In the case mentioned by Mr. Hewitson he thought the 
benefit would be derived by abstracting the molars. The 
frout molar teeth sometimes became sharp on the an- 
terior edge, and the animal would often do better if they 
were abstracted. Regarding the use of belladonna in 
cases of hoven, he went in for reducing irritation before 
commencing to purge. Mr. Hewson mentioned the case 
of swelling of the rumen with swelling of the bowels. 
That must be very uncommon. If you got hoven 
in a cow the bowels were not implicated. The 
greater bulk of the food or ingesta taken into the 
stomach stayed there, and did not pass ivto the bowels 
until it was properly prepared. Mr. McKie spoke 
of caries of the teeth, but it was caries of the tempo- 
rary teeth and not of the permanent. If you took 
the shell off you found there was a-certain amount 
of caries or death of the tooth, and underneath was 
the permanent tooth growing. Mr. McKie said he 
lifted the permanent tooth out with his finger and 
thumb. He had never come across a case of the 
kind. With regard to abscesses he had come across 
cases in horses where there had been decided abscess and 
accumulation of putrid food at the cardiac portion of 
the cesophagus. Mr. Donald complained that he had 


it on the top, and he did not see how it could act so 
effectively as described except by stimulating deglutition. | 

Mr. Hewitson said there were many things that were | 
proved to be true but for which an explanation was | 
wanting. 

Mr. ANpERSON said he had used as a draught in these 
cases a mixture of coriander seeds, carbonate of soda, 
common salt, and a little nux vomica, and given a spoon- 
ful once or twice a day ; it had a splendid effect. As to | 
the sugar and turnip, he said he had seen old wives 
slicing turnips and putting sugar on them and giving to 
children for a cold. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Martin said he had a lot of cases of hoven at 
, One case he treated for a fortnight with purga-. 
tives and stimulants, and he found on post-mortem, that 
the animal had an abscess on the liver. In two or three 
other cases he had found that the liver was rotten. As_ 
to constipation in hoven, he did not think it was in-| 
variable; he had seen that only occasionally was it | 
attended with constipation. Croton oil he thought had | 
too much of an irritant effect on ihe coating of the | 
stomach in cases of impaction. 

Mr. Donatp said as the question of croton being a 
dangerous purge for the ox had been raised, he would ask 
anyone present if they had ever seen bad results to follow 


not given minute symptoms, but he had just given the 
general symptoms which guided a veterinary surgeon in 
his diagnosis of the disease. In more complicated cases 
more minute diagnostic symptoms would be required. 
Mr. Donald said he did not think it possible to force an 
obstruction out of the throat by the mouth. He 
remembered a case where an animal swallowed a potato 
about five inches in length, and it was wedged from six 
to eight inches down the cesophagus. He manipulated 
the potato until he got it to the top of the throat, but 
through not being so careful as he might have been, the 
animal swallowed it again. He brought it back a second 
time, when it flew out of the mouth, and across the 
byre, from one end to the other. The gag was used to 
protect the probang, which was apt to be engaged by the 
sharp edge of the teeth. As to softening or disinte- 
grating a turnip, he asked what effect could the solution 
have upon the hard scooped-out shell of the turnip, 
which generally caused the choking, being the last. piece 
the animal took up. It was those pieces of turnip which 
he had never any difticulty in removing. Mr. Douald did 


‘not attach much importance to the rise of temperature 


in hoven. But he (the Chairman) did. If he found the 
temperature at 105 or over, he came to the conclusion 
that the animal had been suffering for some time, and 
that guided him in the treatment of the case. It showed 


such a discussion, and it would induce him to give a 
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that there was a lot of irritation all through the stomach 
and it guided him in giving stimulants. He would not 
dream of giving stimulants supposing there was a certain 
amount of hoven, if he had a decided rise of temperature 
in the cow. He would give sedatives to subdue the 
irritation. They could not give a better sedative than 
belladona. It acted as a sedative to the lining mem- 
brane of the stomach, and relieved the muscular spasm 
which was always present; it relaxed the muscles of the 
stomach, and allowed the passage of material through it. 
Sulphate of magnesia aud Barbadoes aloes acted as a 
purgative to the alimentary canal. {Aloes was supposed 
to have a direct purgative action on the stomach. Mr. 
Donald believed in turpentine. The late Mr. Hunt, a 
very successful man in cattle practice, had wonderful 
faith in turpentine, and very nearly every recipe students 
gave him, when he was examining them, if they men- 
tioned turpentine he would take it as an answer. 
Enemas he considered of use in two or three ways. They 
emptied the back part of the bowels and allowed the in- 
gesta to come forward. They acted as fomentation to 


the bowels. In all cases of irritation of the stomach, the 


must be irritated to a certain extent. If you 
wr the back part of the bowels and fomented with 
warm water it must have a soothing effect. Croton oil 
he considered a very good purgative. 
Mr. Donaxp moved a vote of thanks to the Chairman, 
which was seconded by Mr. Hewson, and carried with 


' d the meeting then concluded. 
= ‘ J. W. Hewson, Hon. Nec. 


GLASGOW V.M.S. 


The last meeting of the Society this year was held. 


‘within the College on Wednesday evening, 20th Novem- 
ber, Professor Limont, M.A.,M.B., presiding. Mr. R. 
K. Rutherford, M.R.C.V.S. was also present. , 

The essayists were Mr. J. Brown, F.R.AS., and Mr. 
J. McLean, their respective subjects being, “ Horse- 
breeding, with special reference to Parturition,” and 
“The Examination of horses as to soundness.” An 
interesting discussion followed, and the meeting termi- 
nated with the usual votes of thanks. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 222nd general meeting of the Society was held in 
the New Theatre of the College on Friday, November 
22nd, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. Conyngham was in the chair. 
There were present Prof. Hobday (President), Messrs. 
Hayes, Reeks, Wynne, and 52 members. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

Mr. Wess then read a highly interesting paper on 
“* Riding and Choice of a Mount,” which held through- 
out the attention of the gentlemen present. A discussion 
ensued, which was opened by Mr. Idenden, and the fol- 
lowing gentlemen took part in it :—Messrs. Conyngham, 
Rich, Gillard, Wordley, Prudames, Miller, Heley, Elmes, 
Crowhurst, Reeks, Parks, Heelis and Jones. 

Mr. Mutvey introduced the following post-mortem 
specimens; a fractured os calcis and an exostosis of the 
knee joint, following on previous fracture. 

Mr. IpeENpEN showed a very interesting specimen of 
arthritis in the hip, with loss of the ligamentum seres. 
The meeting then terminated with votes of thanks to the 
essayist and chairman. 

; F. Crownurst, Assist. Sec, 


VETERINARY PHYSIOLOGY. 


A second edition of Capt. F. Smith’s ‘‘ Manual of 
Veterinary Physioloy’’ ought to be as great a 
satisfaction to the profession as to the author. 
Until the first edition appeared students—save 
those who read French —had to rely entirely for 
guidance, outside the lecture-room, on works on 
human or general physiology. In those days veteri- 
nary students were taught and examined by human 
physiologists, and such subjects as Locomotion and 
Digestion received not the slightest attention. It was, 
we believe, Dr. Michael Foster who first told medical 
men that a man need not be a first-class physiologist 
to be a first-class surgeon or physician. At the time 
the proposition seemed more startling than true, but 
it is now well recognised. Sixty years ago no one 
studied physiology except as a branch of knowledge 
necessary for a medical training. Physiology has 
widely extended since then, and now it forms a 
science capable of utilising all the time and faculties 
of any human being. 

Veterinary surgeons want sufficient knowledge of 
physiology to enable them to understand the domestic 
animals in health and disease. Their branch of the 
great science may well be limited to “ veterinary 
physiology,” so that what they must know may be 
well known. The book before us has limitée® the 
subject with great judgment, and yet left out nothing 
of importance. It is an invaluable text-book for 
students, and a work of reference for practitionars 
that every man should consult frequently if he desire 
to keep abreast of the progress of his profession. 

The second edition contains 150 pages more than 
the first. This increase results from the fuller treat- 
ment of each subject. If the first edition had a 
fault it was in being at times a little jerky, due to 
the author sacrificing smoothness of style to concise- 
ness. In writing for students it is possible to supply 
too many facts in a given space. We think the ampli- 
fication of the second edition has much improved the 
; work. In some few cases the treatment of sections 

has been re-arranged, and in every case with 
advantage. 

The author acknowledges great assistance in the 
revision of the work from Professors McKendrick, 
Sherrington and Mettam. The number of illustrations 
has been doubled—in short the book has been not 
only revised but re-written. The first edition was 
very good, this is better. 

The book has a good index and some pages of 
detached contents which afford a really full synopsis 
of each chapter. This is invaluable for reference. 
To say that Messrs. Ballien, Tindal & Co. are the 
publishers, is to say that the printers and publishers 
have done justice to the author. 


—— 


“Someone had Blundered.” 

The following appeared in a recent issue of The Mar- 
chester Guardian :— 
ETERINARY.— Wanted an intelligent Youth 

Apprentice three children, ages nine years, a 
years, and three months: E. H. Curbishley, M.R.C.’- 
Veterinary Infirmary, Stockport. 
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ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Veterinary-Major J.C. Berne arrived from South 
Africa on 21st instant; Veterinary-Lieut. T. E. W. 
Lewis arrived from India on 21st instant. These 
officers have been granted one month’s leave of 
absence, and will be posted to Woolwich for duty on 
termination of above leave. 

Veterinary-Captain J. Finlayson has been trans- 
ferred from Woolwich to Dundalk for duty with 13th 
Hussars, vice Veterinary-Capt. J. A. Braddell, who 
will shortly embark for India. 


OBITUARY. 
Rosert KNow Es, Wisbech, Cambs. 
Graduated, London, April, 1859. 


Corin Lyminge, Hythe. 
Graduated, Edinburgh, April, 1889 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
DANGEROUS DELAY. 


Sir, 

lam sure it must be a great surprise to many mem- 
bers of the profession to know that it could be possible 
that a glandered horse could now be kept alive for thir- 
teen weeks after having been reported to the Local 
Authority, as we are told has been the case by Mr. Red- 
dish in your last issue. It appears from his letter that 
Mr. Reddish reported the case to che Local Inspector on 
the 12th of August and the Inspector, who probably has 
had considerable experience in glanders, confirmed the 
diagnosis of Mr. Reddish. If the owner had any objec- 
tion to the horse being slaughtered, he clearly had his 
redress by referring the case to the Board of Agriculture, 
and there really need have been no delay in settling the 
point whether the animal was or was not diseased, by the 
injection of mallein. Many of the largest horse-owners 
in London, on the advice of their veterinary surgeons, 
have the greatest possible confidence in the use of mallein 
as a diagnostic, even where there are no clinical symp- 
toms, and if the Board of Agriculture are so slow to 
recognise the almost absolute value of mallein, what 
possible hope can there be of getting any legislation by 
as to clearly the diagnosis of 

8 disease must very largely depend on the rise and 
decision of taberenlin. 


OBSERVER.” 


in CASTRATION—A REPLY. 

It is not my intention to enter into an academical dis- 
cussion with Mr. Herbert, as to the relative merits of 
- erent methods of performing the operation of castra- 
mo for the following reasous :—Ist. I did not intro- 
oe this element in the article referred to byhim. 2nd. 
‘ should be sorry to trespass on your valuable space, 

y carrying on a discussion which would prove to be 
woe useful uor interesting to your readers. I must 

- ecline to discuss the comparative abilities of quali- 

and unqualified men; such would terminate in a 
reductio ad absurdwm.—Your etc., 


Cork, Nov. 25th, 1895, E. Watuis Hoare. 


INVERSION OF THE BLADDER AND RUMEN- 
OTOMY (MOLLER) 


lam sorry for Mr. Br ae 
Jor Mr. Brace, but really I don’t thiuk it 
Would be quite fair to the ordinary enhen to occupy half 


a column in showing that a bladder must go somewhere 
when it becomes iuverted, and that as it goes through 
the urethra it must necessarily appear beyond that as a 
swelling. Such swelling represents prolapse. The 
title inversion or prolapse is ridiculous. The oue includes 
the other. Prolapse may occur without inversion ; but 
inversion without prolapse never. The figure is illus- 
trative both of inversion and of prolapse. As I rigidly 
quoted Mr. Bruce’s words in my last, the accusation of 
drawing “herrings across the track” need not be taken 
too seriously, but it is quite clear my correspondent ap- 
preciates the value of another tactical manoeuvre, viz., 
that of defending a weak position by “ takin’ the first 
word o’ flighting ”’ (scolding). I cannot help feeling that 
the head and front of my offence was in referring to Mr. 
Bruce as a humorist. [I am sorry I did so. It is clear 
that on this point at least [ must have been quite wrong 
and [ hope my retractation will satisfy Mr. Bruce 

Now for Mr. Mayall. Asa student, being planed up 
to pass through a cast iron examination template, he has 
all my sympathy. In times past we had tou much of the 
cast iron examiner. After the manner of Procrusteus he 
was apt to resent the student overlapping his arbitrary 
mean of mental stature and lop him on that account 
while if he failed to reach it to rack him till he did. I 
hope that is now all over. Méller’s surgery was not 
writteu to suit pre-conceived ideas or cast iron examina- 
tions, and therefore I suppose will meet with consider- 
able criticism. So far as the performance of ramenotomy 
is concerned every operator will have his individual pre- 
ferences, and every teacher will deviate somewhat from 
every other. For interrupted v. continuvus sutures this 
much is to be said: The ox cannot conveniently be re- 
strained, and if a single portion of a continuous suture 
goes the whole is loosened ; with interrupted sutures only 
one thread fails. In regard to silk v. catgut, 1 think a 
wider experience will convince Mr. Mayall that properly 
sterilised silk does not slough out unless the suture 
penetrate the mucous coat. Both questions, however, 
must be settled in each case by the balance of advan- 
tages. The other points are explained by reference to 
the immediately preceding sections on laparotomy, where 
full directions are given for closing the walls of abdom- 
inal viscera and the special sutures used are figured. 

I am sure there is no necessity for Mr. Mavall excus- 
ing his remarks, which seem to me quite apposite from a 
student’s point of view, and which I hope are now satis- 
factorily answered. 

Jno. A. W. 


ABORTION. 
Sik, 

In Mr. Upton’s reply to Mr. Place he kindly and 
gratuitously favours us with ashort descriptiqn of one of 
his own farming operations, It is undoubtedly a great 
benefit to the veterinary profession and to stockowners 
that some, at any rate, of our members should be farmers, 
as they are enabled to watch the result of any new 
scientific remedies on their own avimals, and to carefully 
trace these results day by day for a number of years, and 
frequently find modifications that render the somewhat. 
crude theory practically useful. Abortion is a disease 
that costs owners of dairy cows thousands of pounds 
yearly, and as Mr. Upton remarks it is a terrible draw- 
back to building upa herd. Its contagious nature I 
think we must all admit, and that frequently a number 
of cows are affected about the same time and will keep 
aborting for several months, the contagion apparently 
taking longer to produce its effects in some animals than 
others, The abortion continuing long after the animals 
have been isolated and dressed according to M. Nocard’s 
directions. The teaching was, and very often at present 


is, that a cow that has once aborted is most likely to do 
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so again, and should not on that account be further bred 
from. In some instances this is correct, but in a very 
large number of cases it is not so, and cows that have 
aborted will produce live, healthy calves, during succeed- 
ing years. At present prices for cows there is a loss of 
from five to ten pounds per head if the animal is sold 
barren instead of being calved down again. Some three 
years ago | had nearly twenty cows abort, aud not caring 
to face the difference in price I kept them and bred from 
them agaiu, and in no single instance has abortion re- 
occurred, At present I use every precaution I can in 
the way of isolation and disinfection whenever a case of 
abortion occurs, but I invariably breed from the cow 
again, and I believe that, at present at any rate, it is the 
correct policy. In the case of the outbreak that occurred 
three years ago, I believe the cause was the abortion of a 
hunting mare in a fieldin which the cows were, and from 
which they were not removed as expeditiously as they 
might have been, I have uo doubt that even if Mr. 
Upton rears his own calves he will still have to buy a 
certain number of cows each autumn, but I am certain 
both Mr. Place and many of Mr. Upton’s College con- 
temporaries would be pleased to see the result of his 
judgment and care in selecting breeding stock, benefit- 
ting himself and his neighbours, and would be sorry if 
this outbreak of abortion should discourage him from 
further attempts. I trust Mr. Upton will pardon my 
remarks, but I thought another distressed farmer’s 
experience might be worth reading, and it might be pro- 
vocative of further information on a subject that is a 
matter of £5. d. to some of us.—Yours faitafally, 
HaRoLp Sessions. 
Tongdean, Brighton. 


PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATIONS. 

Sir 

I was pleased to read in The Kecord in the report of the 
recent Council meeting that one or two important points 
in regard to the professional examinations were dis. 
cussed, Firstly, as regards when the results should be 
made known. 1 would suggest that the results of each 
day’s examination be posted up in the respective colleges 
on the morning following, as | do not consider it right 
that stndents should be kept in misery for four or five 
days before knowing their fate as is usually the case, at 
at any rate in Edinburgh. Ln medicine, at the University 
here, results are posted up the same night or the follow- 
ing morning, and in the College of Surgeons and Physi- 
cians they are known before the students leave the 
examination hall. As regards the final men, so long as 
they know their results, they are not so particular as to 
when they receive their diplomas (if successful), And 
secondly, as to allowing students who obtain “ honours ” 
in a subject to have an absolute pass in that, subject. 
This simply means making the examinations divisional 
for a student would then only work up one subject 
(specially) in order to get honours in it and chance his 
luck with the others. Why not make the eXaminations 
divisional, and if a student choose to take up separate 
subjects let him have to pass them with a higher percen - 
tage (say 60 per cent.), but if he takes them all at once 
then 45 per cent. all round ought to constitute a pass 
In addition, if he once enters as a divisional man. let 
him always have to obtain the higher percentage. : 

This, | think, could easily be managed and would be a 
step in rigbt direction. 

How often does it happen that a student. sa 
A Exam., passes with good marks in 
exam. and then at the next fails in that subject and passes 
ia Is of too frequent occurrence 

trust that from these suggestions, ey adi 
fied, some good may 
E. F. De Jona, F.R.O.V.S. 


THE CURABILITY OF CANKER—A CHALLENGE. 


The following letter has been sent us for publica- 
tion :— 
Deax Pror. PRITCHARD, 

In your reply to the discussion on your lecture on 
fistula at Worcester last Tuesday, you incidentally refer- 
ed to canker and characterised it as an incurable consti- 
tutional disease. 

Now it so happens that some time agoI read a paper 
at one of our meetings, and therein expressed the opinion 
that canker is a local curable disease. Bearing this in 
mind some of our members were surprised [ did not con- 
test your remarks. My silence was not because [ 
acquiesced in your statement or deemed it irrefutable, 
but because it occurred in your reply winding up the 
discussion, it was irrelevant to the subject of your lec- 
ture, the members were in possession of my views, and 
besides this tea was ready, and I deprecated any curtail- 
ment of the limited time of the social part of our meet- 
ing. 
As my silence may be open to this construction | 
should just like to say that however firmly convinced you 
are of the constitutional incurable character of canker I 
am as firmly convinced of its local curable character, and 
my reason for the faith that is in me is that I have cured 
many cases. These ivclude among others horses sent me 
by Messrs. Olver, Tamworth; Axe, Doncaster ; Green, 
Dudley ; Walker, Oxford; Pickering, Liverpool ; and 
others, and horses inspected by Professor McFadgean, 
Messrs. Parker, Blakeway, and others. I have no inten- 
tion, however, of asking you to accept the evidence of 
anyone, but I will undertake to cure any case you select, 
providing the subject be not abnormally vicious, the 
disease be in not more than two feet, and that not more 
than the sole, frog, and half the wall be involved, and 
that the foot be not irrevocably destroyed by previous 
irrational treatment. 

To add a little extra zest to this friendly challenge | 
suggest that we both place £25 in the hands of the Pre 
sident of the R.C.V.S., one moiety to be placed to the 
Jubilee Memorial fund, the other to be returned to you 
if I fail in curing the case, to me if I succeed ; and 
we both undertake to accept the President’s decision, both 
in respect uf the case selected and as to the final result, 
as absolute. 

Whether you decide to accept or reject my proposal I 
am sure you will receive it in the same friendly spirit asl 
submit it. ' 

As my paper has already appeared in print, and # 
your remarks will no doubt soon appear in our prole® 
sional papers, I think the readers are entitled to nf 
interest this friendly challenge may afford them, 40 
have therefore sent a copy of this to The Record.—Yours 


very faithfully, 
Joun Ma.coLM. 
Birmingham, Nov. 25th. 
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hibition of circulars. must of necessity have a bearing on 
the question of labels. 

Most veterinary surgeons with whom I am acquainted 
use these articles, more or less highly coloured ; without 
them I fear our clients would lose a great deal of their 
faith in the efficacy of the various preparations, the sale 
of which has so much to do with composition of many 
accounts in our ledgers at the end of each year. Direct 
advertisement in a moderate form appears to me to be 
much more straightforward and quite as professional as 
the oblique method which is so much in vogue with the 
medical profession, and to a lesser degree with ourselves 
also. The much belauded and envied medico when start- 
ing in practice, and very often even when he is well 
established, is not exempt from the common failing of 
toadying to wealth and influence. A short time ago [ 
had the opportunity of attending a comic singing contest 
entered into by two medical gentlemen, who were com- 
petitors, for the patronage of a working-men’s sick club. 
Amongst ourselves the art is not entirely neglected, and 
the most ordinary form it takes is that of advertising 
horses wanted, or for sale. In a local paper a few weeks 
ago there appeared for some time an advertisement of a 
lost dog, the property of —— Esq., of —— Hall, when 
found to be returned to Prof. ——, F.R.C.V.S., ——, or 
to Mr. ——, M.R.C.V.S., (his assistant), at the same 
address. Surely the plain statement of a man’s name 
and address in a newspaper is preferable to this. 

The attainment of social position is a will-o’-the-wisp 
which appears to be leading astray some of our ruling 
members, social equality with the medical profession be. 
ing looked forward to as the dawn of a new era for 
veterinary surgeons. It seems to me that we do ourselves 
harm by thus ridiculously aping the medical profession, 
for although there are points of resemblance between us 
there are many importaut points of difference between 
human and veterinary practice. 

The medical profassiun is founded on sentiment, and 
no financial consideration arises in dealing with human 
life, whilst we are first and foremost a commercial pro- 
fession and are being constantly asked whether the 
patient is likely to pay for treatment, as if not the 
knacker or butcher must replace us. Our clients are con- 
stantly receiving circulars and price-lists from veterinary 
medicine vendors, and most of them take a weekly 
agricultural paper, which not only supplies them with 
gtatuitious veterinary information but also contains 
uumerous advertisements of cure-alls for the ailments of 
their animals, and I fail to see how the veterinary sur- 
geon is to meet this competition if it is to be considered 
disgraceful on his part to intimate to his clients that he 
18 prepared to supply them with the medicines their 
animals require. 

It is said that increasing intelligence and general 
spread of knowledge will lead the farmer to see that it 
is better for him to let us supply these articles, but prac- 
Hically do we find that this is the case? My own exper- 
lence 1s exactly the opposite, as I find your intelligent 
man,when he has an animal ill, and thinks he knows 
what is the matter with it, if he has been reading an 
advertisement of a certain cure for this particular ail- 
meut is pretty sure to give the medicine a trial, with the 
result that the animal either recovers without our aid, or 
We are sent for to find him in a hopeless condition. 

_ A much greater bar to our social progress than advertis- 
ing is the means to which we have to resort to make up 
ae deficiencies of our professional incomes, but the 
dhestion of combined callings is never likely to engage 

© serious attention of the Council whilst so many 0 


protectors of the public from the wiles of the horse- 
dealing fraternity, we cannot expect them to repose im- 
plicit faith in us whilst so many of us are resorting to the 
same practices. Whilst we persist in wearing clothes of 
a horsey cut and driving yellow-wheeled gigs we must not 
be surprised, even though we should not advertise, that 
we are not held in the same esteem as those men of 
science and substance whose social position we aspire to 


and we shal! still find ourselves on market days fre- 
quenting second class public houses, in company with 


and other claimants to the favour of the agricultural 
interest, and occupying the position in the public esti- 
mation that the length of our purses, and our conduct as 
individuals, entitles us to. 

The result of the recent issue by the Council of a 
circular re Notification of Contagious Diseases, shows a 
lamentable apathy amovg members of the profession 
which can only be due to the fact that the majority of 
us find the struggle for existence so engrossing that it 
leaves us with little inclination to interest ourselves in 
the affairs of the profession as a whole. The eternal 
want of pence which in the early days of Tennyson was 
a distinguishing character of public men, has since be- 
come the attribute of much humbler individuals, and as 
far as the veterinary profession is concerned is likely to 
be intensified by the recent action of our sages of Red Lion 
Square.—Faithfully yours. 

J. A. Rosrnson, 


Market Deeping, Nov. 25th, 1895. 


Dear Sir, 

[ apprehend that much dissatisfaction and commotion 
will arise iu our ranks in the event of the Council ad- 
hering strictly to the terms of the resolution as con- 
firmed at their last special meeting. 

Personally, [ rejoice that our ruling body has decided 
to put an end to that flagrant advertising mania which 
has hitherto pervaded and disgraced our calling ; but I 
do certainly think that the terms of their decision in the 
matter are alike mercilessly unjust and in excess of all 
present requirements. 

To take the items seriatim we are told— That we 
may not advertise in the public press; whereby we are 
debarred from inserting a card in the local papers, to the 
effect that we reside at a certain address, which without 
exaggeration amounts to this, that whilst our chief 
object in life is to make a legitimate living from the 
practice of our profession, we are prevented from avail- 
ing ourselves of the most desirable and, as I believe, 
perfectly genuine means of attaining that object. 

Secondly, we may not distribute circulars, books, or 
cards relating to our professional attainment and abilities, 
from which I presume we are to gather, that when pur- 
chasing a practice or commencing to build one up, a 
young practitioner is prohibited from issuing circulars 
containing a few testimonials which by his assiduity at 
College, or elsewhere, he has earned from persons capable 
of estimating his worth. Further we are vot allowed 
to send to each of owr own clients a list of medicinal or 
other preparations made up by us for their use, and for 
the alleviation of those derangements iu animals which 
we have spent all our time and money in learning how to 
combat. 

I am a great stickler for professional etiquette, but I 
really cannot see anything professionally disgraceful 
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tions made by you and the legitimate disposal of which 
forms an important part of your vocation. 

I hope the members of Council will not deem me pre- 
sumptuous when [ say that I heartily agree with the 
direction they are taking in this question of advertising ; 
my object in writing having been simply to protest 
against the severity of the terms of their resolution. 
I hail with rejoicing all measures calculated to aplift our 
calling, but 1 look with equal ill favour upon any decree 
likely to occasion feud in our ranks. ‘ 

Let the legislation of our governing body be just, 
moderate, and strictly in accordance with present-day 
requirements. In this way unity will be fostered amongst 
us ; unity to uphold the integrity of our profession, and 
unity to successfully enter the arena with that enemy of 
the veterinary race—the quack medicine vendor.— Believe 
me, Your obedient servant, 

Trevor F, Spencer, M.R.C.V.S. 

Nov. 25th, 1895. 
Communications, Books, AND Papers RECEIVED :—Messrs, 
W. B. Needer, G. Upton, G. Reddish, A. W. Knight, 
F. T. Harvey, J. Kernohan, J. Blakeway, ©. W. Herbert, 
J. K. Bruce, D. Young, G. Mayall, J. W. Hewson, A. H. 8. 
“Anatomy.” Fleming’s Obstetrics, The Devon and Exeter 
Gazette, The Baltimore Sun. Nov. 23. 

Dr. de Jong, Lt. C. B. M. Harris, Messrs. J. A. Todd, 
E. Wallis Hoare, J. A. Nunn, T.F. Spencer, F. Crowhurst, 
J. A. Robinson, T. B. Goodall, Harold Sessions, T. M. 
Coates, W. M Scott, W.H. Flook, ‘ A Registered V.S.” 
Journal of Comp. Med. (Philadelphia, Nov.) The Agricultural 
Journal (Cape), The Bedfordshire Mercury. Nov. 30. 


Veterinary Societies —Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the, Secretaries 


Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres: Major Jas. Mills, m.R.c.v.s. 
Vice-Pres: Dr. K. Nariman, M.p., B. sc., L.v.se. 
N. D. Dhakmarwalla, Esq., G.n.v.c. 
5. N. R Ranina, Esq., @.B.v.c. 
N. Narsingrao, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
Hon, Sec. & Treas: V. E. Vakharia, Esq., G.n.v.c. 


Borver Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. Soulsby, M.n.v.v.s., Cockermouth, 
Treas: Mr. H. Thompson, M.8.c.v.s., Aspatria. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. W. Hewson, .x.c.v.s., Warwick-rd, Carlisle 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 


Caucurra V,M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.r.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


V.M.A. 
Pres. Professor J. Penberthy, F.r.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec . Mr. ¥. C. Mahon, m.nr.c.v.s., 
93 Huddlestone.rd, ‘Tufnell P 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p-m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Mr. M.R.C.V.S., Swaffham 
on. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. . 


Assn. or [RELAND. 
s: Mr. T. D. Lambert, r.x.c.v.s. Sto i 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J. McKenny, m.n.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 
LancasHtrE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Dacre, m.n.c.v.s., Manchester. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Harry D. Chorlton, M.R.C.V.8., 
974 Oxford Street. 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in March, J 
V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. T. A. Rudkin, m.n.c.v.s., North 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. A. Robiuson, m.x.c.v.s., Markee’ 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and Gan.” 


Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. Wartnaby, .R.c.v.s., Burton-on-Trent 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, m.R.c.v.s., 
Camden House, High St., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May. 
Second Tuesday in August, November: 


NationaL VET. ASSOCIATION. 
Pres: Mr. W. T. 3. Bower. 
Sec: Prof. Macqueen, London. 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.8.c.v.s., Whitechapel, London. 
Local Sec. Mr. W. Shipley. 
Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. R. C. Trigger, F.R.c.v 3., 
Newcastle. Staffs. 
Sec. of Prov. Com: J. Blakeway, r.R.c.v.s., Birmingham 
Natrona, VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & 
DEFENCE Society. 
Pres: Mr. Geo. Morgan, F.R.c.v.s., 95 Stanhope-st. Liverpool 
Treas: Mr. E. Faulkner, F.n.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.x.c.v.s., 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


New Sourn Wares V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. John Stewart, 4. Anp A.s. 
Vice: Mr. Edward Stanley, F.R.c.v.s. 


Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. A, P. Gribben, M.R.c.v.s. 
Nortu or Eneuanp V.M.A, 
Pres: Mr. G. M. Mitchell, m.r.c.v.s., Sunderland 


Hon. Sec: Mr. F. T. Finney, .x.0.v.s, 
20 Benshaw-road, Gateshead-on-Tyne 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Norra or Scornanp V M.S. 
Pres: Mr. James Thompson, m.R.c.v.s., Aberdeen 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Skinner, m.8.c.v.s., Old Meldrum 


Ontario V..A. 
Pres: Mr. G. L, Robson. 
Sec: C. H. Sweetapple, Toronto. 


Royau Counties V.M.A, 
Pres: Mr. Thos. B. Goodall. F.n.c.v.s., Christchurch, Hants 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, m.n.c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Scorriso V,§8. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.x c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, .r.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


M.A. 
Pres: Prof. Hobday. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Reeks, M.R.c.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr. F. Crowhurst, R.V.C., Camden Town, N.W. 


Scorrish Merropouitan V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. John Cameron, M.R.c.V.s., Berwick-on-Tweed 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, .x.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro 


Sourn anp Norru Yorxsurre V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. A. Peele, ¥.R.c.v.s., West Hartlepool. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dee. 


SourHerN Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. T. B. Goodall, ¥.n.c.v.s, Christchurch, Hants 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.r.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sourn Waxes anp Monmoutusuire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Joseph Temple, m.r.c.v.s., Aberdare 
Hon Sec. Mr. A. C. Stewart, m.r.c.v.s., Cardiff. 
Meetings, First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. C. Hedworth Golledge, m.n.c.v.s., 
Sherborne, Dorset 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. B. Nelder, r.n.c.v.s., Paul Street, E 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Thos. Campbell, r.n.c.v.s,. Kirkcudbright. 
Treas: Mr. John Neil, m.z.c.v.s., Partick 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gordon Frew, .8.c.v.s., Tureen 5St., Gilasgo* 


Yorxsuire V.M.A. 
Pres ; Mr. James Cooke. F.n.c.v.s., Scarborough. Leads 
Hon. Sec; Mr. Frank Somers, .z.c.v.s., 4 Wade Lane, : 
Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October 
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